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Englifh, Englith, Sirs, from top to toe. 
Garrick. 





————————— SS 


SIR, 


Ean Swirr and yourfelf certainly deferve well of the country for 
your patriotic Eflays on the paramount antiquity of the language 
of Britain. I have made the admirable fcience of Philology the ftudy 


of a long life, and am fully fatisfied of the juftice of your hypothefis.- 


To render my labours more ufeful to mankind, I am now employed in 
compiling 4 Univerfal Etymological Diétionary, upon the fame plan, 
which will foon appear, in two volumes Imperial Quarto, dedicated (if 
I have permiffion) to the learned Felix Phantom. This, I flatter my- 
felf, you will announce to your readers ; and that the world may have 
fome idea of the nature and execution of the projected Work, I hope 
you will infert in your valuable Paper the following fpecimen, feletted 
by chance, and without much arrangement, from my manufcripts. The 
examples I now give confift principally of proper names, with a few 
Englith words. 

Eve, the mother of mankind, was fo named becaufe the was ever, or 
equal with her hufband, the male fex not then omnia ling to any fupe- 
riority over the female. Some Philologifts, however, derive | her name 
from eve, or evening, as defcriptive of the time when fhe was cut out 
of the fide of her fleeping hufband.—After her fatal temptation to eat 


the forbidden apple, Adam called the fex in general Woman, the zoe of 


man.—Devil is derived from do ill, or more probably dive hell ; and his 
other name, Lucifer, is plainly /ozs (burns) a fire.—Hell comes from 
hole, or rather howwl.—Heaven, from high fun.—Paradije, was poor Adie’ s 
garden.—And Eden is, with a {mall variation, the word eater, becaufe 
it contained fuch a variety of efculent vegetables.—Sabéais, being be- 
tween two weeks, /aw loth—Necromancy is derived from what the 
priefts, or, as they are fometimes called, black or xegro-men fay.—He- 
refy is hearfay, in oppofition to revelation. —Nixvod got his name from 
his celebrity as a huntfman, the game feldom efcaping when Nym red’. 
—lfaac, when his father defired him to go out to be facrificed, feigned 
ficknefs; I’s fick, faid he: Abraham, however, would not take that 
excufe, but told him he was well enough for what he was going about. 
A facrifice was fo called, becaufe then the priefts had a /ecure fea/t.— 
Sarah, upon the birth of Ifaac in her old age, had a very painful deli- 
very ; on which fhe complained to her hufband, in the broad Scotch dia- 
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leét, that fhe was /aiv a’; hence her name.—Mark and Luke are not 
the real names of the authors of thefe two Gofpels, but two appro- 
priate fidtitious names, which they aflumed (as is cuftomary with au- 
thors) from the Englifh words mark and (ook, defcriptive of their of- 
fice of hiftorians. Mathew is {o called becaufe he made you believe his 
hiftory.—And ‘Yohz is an abbreviation of jag on; or rather, it is derived 
from join, becaufe he joined the other Evangelifts in the propagation of 
the gofpel. 

The name of the heathen gcd Phebus is a fort of abbreviaticn of 
Frery-bu/b ; it being a vulgar error among the ancients, that the fun was 
a large bufh on fire, in the fame manner as the common people with us 
{peak of the man of the moon, and his lantern and bundle of fticks. 
—His fon Phaeton was {fo called, becaufe, when Phoebus, wifhing to 
diffuade him from his rafh and ill-judged idea of driving the chariot of 
the fun, offered him rather one of the beft towns in the world, the young 
buck anfwered with contempt, “ Fy’—a town; no, damme if I do.” — 
Neptuze, god of the feas, was remarkably fond of a particular air which 
his fervants, the Tritons, ufed to play on their fhells at neap-tides, and 
which was therefore called the Ne eap or Nep-tune.—Charon got his name 
from its being his bufinefs to carry one over the river Styx.— Midas had 
alles ears clapped upon him for his barbarous decifion between Apollo 
and Pan; whence he was faid to be made a/s.—The Kings of Troy fub- 
{cribed all their ftate-papers with the words “ Prince Iam ;” and the 
King Homer mentions, having in his fignature made ufe of an abbre- 
viation, thus, /’7: 7 am, it has been erroneoully fuppofed, that his name 
was Priam.—Menelaus was a celebrated legiflator ; he made many laws. 
—Old Ne/tor was a great wencher, and ufed to call the girls na/ly whore, 
which became a nickname for himfelf among them.—In like manner, 
ek when he ran after the women, ufed to cry to them, you laffes. 

hile he was thus gadding abroad, his poor wife was glad to earn 
a livelihood by felling potatoes ; fhe ufed to cry them through the ftreets 
of Ithaca for a penny a-lippie; which the ftrangers who were con- 
ftantly coming to the ifland miftook for Penelope.— Aeneas was faid 
by the Italians to be ave o’ us.—And the Romans were fo denominated, 
as being excellent beatmen, or safes ng eede was a celebrated 
beauty, originally from Edinbu: ‘gh, where the was toafted by the bucks 


rel 
of thefe days, under the name of Cl loe o Fatterraw ; her real name is 


not known. 

Among the many etymologies of Edindurgh, it is furprifing that the 
proper and obvious one has never been given, namely, @ dun burgh, 
from the dirtinefs of the ftreets; in the Jame manner as it is called Auld 
Reikie, from its {moky appearance. Another ingenious derivation has 
been mentioned: When fran; gers came to fee the town, it being cufto- 
mary to carry them firft to the ‘Caftle, and afterwards to the Abbey, they 
conftantly made the obfervation, that it was a’ down brae; which was 

eafily foftened to Edi: burgh. Cal ledonia was fo named, leoniiaile its na- 
tives, when they travelled, never failed to make a eeneral tour of vifits 
in every town where they came, and ufed to tell the inhabitants, J called 
on you a’,—England is a corruption of Ingle-land, or a land where ¢cod 
fires are kept.— Albion, again, is derived from all buying, being a na- 
tion of merchants; while Britamn got.its name from the fine eyes, of 
bright een, of its women.—Gallia, the ancient name of France, was {fo 


called from a famous prophecy delivered to one of the Anglo-Saxon 
kings : 
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kings: “ A time will come (faid the augur) when that nation will ga// 
“ you a’.”—Europe is derived from your hope.—Afia, from a /igh, ab ! 
— Africa, from a freck, or whim.—And America, a merry key. This 


Jaft is explained by the following diftich, which appeared during the 
American war: 







“ If conquered America fhall be, 
“ Our King will then be in a merry key.” 





Aldermen were faid to be all deer-men, as defcriptive of their fondiic!s 
of venifon; or, according to fome authors, becaufe they were univer- 
fally cuckolds ;—others, again, fay, that the name is a corruption of a// 
dear men, either as they were very coftly, or, what is more probable, be- 
ing univerfally beloved.—Monarch is derived from man arch, an arch or 
cunning man, or perhaps as being a man above the reff, like Arch-bifhop. 
—King i is from the Teutonic, cuning, (fee Johnfon’s Didionary) ), which 
is almoft literally the Englith ‘word cunning.— Minifier comes from “ you 
manna ftir without my advice.’ ’__Nobleman, from no bell-gan, to diftin- 
guifh them from the common people, who are in England fo fond of 
bell- -ringing ; others fay, it is a corruption of 70 vile man.—From an an- 
cient MS. I fee that Anatomy is derived from 4b! na Tommy; but the 
reafon of this etymology does not appear.—Phy/ick (or as es was for- 
merly fpelled Fy/ick) got its name, becaufe the Phyficians ufed, by way 
of keeping up the fpirits of their patients, to endeavour to perfuade them 
that nothing was the matter with them: “ Fy! fick! it is impoflible,” 
they would fay: this is not the manner of the Faculty now-a-days. -'The 
Phyficians fervants ufed to walk behind them, with a large pot of me- 
dicines, whence they got the cant name of a pot I carry, or Apothecary; 
and it is remarkable, that a pot is the ufual fign of thefe people to this 
day.—Furi/prudence is neither more nor lefs than the jury's prudence.— : 
Counfellors like to count filler (or money) ; and Attorneys with to ferve a 
turn aye. t 

Here, Sir, I ftop for the prefent. Ina future letter, I fhall give ex- 3 
amples, proving that all foreign languages, both ancient and modern, 
originate in our own; and very fhortly I propofe to leave the manu- 
{cript of my Work, for the infpeCtion of the Literatz, at the GHost- 
OFFICE. 





PHILOLOGO-LEXIPHANES. * 


I have received a letter, infinuating that my correfpondent the Mar- 
quis L’Oilif is a fpy. Tile fays the writer, is evident from his letter 
in No. XLIV. which, although it appeared feveral days before the Chat- 
cellor of the Exchequer’s plan for embodying the gam >-Keepers, and t 
levy of irregular cavalry, clearly alludes to that, in the propolal o 
requifition of the Gentlemen of the Short Jacket. It appears to me 
much more probable, however, that Mr Pitt took his idea from the 
hint of the Marquis ; particularly as, by his Lordfhip’s defire, 1 trani- 
mitted to the Minifter a copy of his letter fome time before it was pu- 
blithed. I have juft now received another note from the Marquis, 
which will fill up the remainder of this Paper. 
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: My Dear Sir, 


+ Iam extremely flattered to find, that my hint has been thought de- 
ferving the attention of the Premier; and I am free to confefs, that his 


plan is an improvement upon mine. I ftill hope, however, that ny : 
fcheme 
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Ycheme will not be entirely fuperfeded, but be ufed as a fubfidiary 
means to bring to their fenfes thofe ruffans whom I am afhamed to 
call my countrymen. One objection {till prevents volunteers from en- 
tering into the fervice of their country with that alacrity which the caufe 
this nation is engaged in demands, namely, the danger of being killed, 
or of dying from difeafe ; the alarming accounts of the devaftation by 
the yellow fever, in particular, detet many. The firft of thefe dangers 
isentirely obviated by the admirable Riga Baljam, which your philan- 
thropic cerrefpondent Homo {tated was to be fupplied to this nation, in 
terms-of the late treaty with Ruflia *; and, with refpedt to the -laft, I 
have the pleafure to inform you, from the belt authority, that it is now 
aCtually in the contemplation of Minifters to fend out the celebrated Dr 
Brodum, as Phyfician Extraordinary to the Army in the Weft Indies. 
The virtues of his Univerfal Panacea, the Re/iorative Nervous Cordial +, 
are too well known, and its fame too well eftablifhed, te receive any ad- 
dition to its, celebrity from my pen. But that is not all; the Door 
has likewife, after incredible ftudy, difcovered an infallible medicine, 
exprefsly adapted for this fervice, and which, like all his other medi- 
cines, has never once failed of fuccefs. He gives it the comiprehenfive 
and appropriate name of The Lmperial—Britannic—Antiphlogij ijtic_—Tonic 
—Diaphoi -etic—Carminative—Diuretic—Sedative~- Antifeptic—Rubicund 
—Occidental—Febrifugitive Drops. Now, Sis. 1 beg leave to recom- 
mend to all cities, towns, boroughs, counties, fhires, and ftewartries, 
who are by law called upon to raife volunteers for the land and fea fer- 
vice, to annex to their recruiting advertifements a particular account of 
thefe invaluabie medicines, with a certificate of their virtues, figned by 
his Majefty’s Secretary of State; and they will then eafily procure, not 
fifteen, but, if neceflary, fifty thoufand fighting men. 

My regard for this country, whofe generous protection I enjoy, in- 
duces me to fuggeft one other plan for increafing the army, that I hope 
will meet the approbation of the King’s Councils; J mean, that the 
watchmen of al! the different towns in the kingdom (always excepting 
the City-guard of Edinburgh) be embodied and pereguenes 3 in the re- 
cular forces. The domettic fervice they have feen, and their habitual 
codurance of cold, and expofure to all forts of weather, muft render 
this body invincible, while their place would, I have no doubt, be fup- 
plied by Patrietic Gentlemen Volunteers, w ho would every where rea- 
dily ftand forward for this ufeful purpofe. One great branch of the 

vatchmen’s bufincfs is, to apprehend female {treet-walkers: now, in 
order to letien this duty, and at the fame time to render that clafs of 
women ufeful to their country, I would farther propofe, that they (who 
are alfo inured to watchings, cold, hunger, and all forts of hardthips) 
be put in requifition, and made to attend the armies, (embodied under 
an appropriate name, and dreifed in a fuitable uniform), in the cap>city 
of nurfes, bandage-makers, and appliers of the Riga Balfam, and Imperial 
Rubicund Febrifu: gitive Drops. 

Le Marauts L’Oisrr. 
* See No. X. 4+ See No. VI. 





No. XLVI. which will be publifhed on Wednefdsy, Nevember 16. will contain fome 
Supernatural Information refpecting the Pamplet on a Peace with the Regicide D-rectory 
f France, aferibad to the Right Honourable Edinund Burke. 








